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or be demobilized with the rank of Lieut-Colonel, which rank
he undoubtedly earned by his conduct in the field/9

The comment of any man with common sense on this document
is that it was wrung from its author by pressure and therefore
lacks sincerity ; that if the strange general clearly understood,
as he states, that the Battalion was to be sent to some other sphere
of active operations at very short notice, then it is surprising
indeed that the officer commanding, myself, was never informed
of this, that the whole of his guns and equipment were taken
away to fall into rust and disuse, and that the strange general
himself ordered me to devote the Battalion's attention to short-
hand and typewriting. His letter is, too, a fine compliment to
the leadership of Sir Reginald Pinney and Brigadier-General
Baird, my Divisional and Brigade Commanders respectively!
The strange general is now dead. R.LP. But I remember that
I fared better than poor General Barter.

The severe reprimand was never withdrawn : the War Office
with supreme generosity permitted me to retire with the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel, to which, incidentally, every temporary
officer was entitled, while offering me no further military
employment. And some months later I received a letter ordering
me to refund the pay which I had drawn between the date of
my deposition as a Lieutenant-Colonel and that of my final
resignation under pressure. Since I was in no financial position
to do this, having spent the money, I refused ; and the War
Office, characteristic of its pluck, engaged the services of the
Treasury Solicitor, in the same manner as many of the Staff had
employed half-baked boys to do their dirty work in March and
April 1918, with the object of putting a barrage down on me
from the safe battery position of a Government Department in
Whitehall. By this date I was busy with other things, interested
in my fellow-men and in affairs beyond the horizon and mental
capacity of the helmeted limpets in Whitehall, and I returned
the money to the Treasury Solicitor. So that those who from
1914 had pursued me because I refused either to share their
class consciousness, or to bend before their bullying, were success-
ful in blackmailing me to the end. They got the cash, but not
my soul !

They have no conscience, so these lines will not hurt, but as
mine was by no means a unique case, it seems to me a proper
duty that it should be recorded so that if we are afflicted with